May 2, 2021 at 9:30 a.m.

Gathering and Welcome

Rev. Todd Smith

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Voluntary

Kirsten Fitzsimmons

Call to Worship
Leader: O God, your name is majestic in all the earth; your glory is
chanted above the heavens.
People: You have crowned your people with glory and honor; we
give you all praise in response to your grace.
Leader: Let us worship God!
Hymn #464

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Prayer of Confession and Lord’s Prayer

Rev. Todd Smith

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has taught us that what we do for the least of
your children we do also for him. Yet we fail to serve him due to pride, enmity, and
personal prejudice. Lord give us the will to serve others despite personal differences,
just as Jesus was the servant of all, loving all people without prejudice as we pray
together the prayer Jesus taught us to pray. . .Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread; and forgive our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

(Silent prayer of confession)
Assurance of Pardon

Rev. Todd Smith

Gloria Patri

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he descended into hell; on
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Passing the Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.

Children’s Lesson

And also with you.
Chrissie Galliher

Prayer for Illumination
First Lesson

1 John 4:7-21

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might
live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought

to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and
his love is perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we
have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has
been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as
he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love
because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love
God must love their brothers and sisters also.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Second Lesson

Thanks be to God.
John 15:1-8

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Sermon

Thanks be to God.
Rev. Todd Smith

The words that Jesus uses to the disciples in this passage are familiar. They're the words of
Jesus on the last night of his time spent with his disciples in the upper room. It was just hours
before he was carted off to be crucified. In this teaching, Jesus seared into their collective
consciousness a picture for them to remember when he was gone. It was an image of a vine
bearing fruit. Those who connect themselves to the vine and remain in Christ, he said, will bear
much fruit. Together they will fulfill the command of Christ: to love each other.
There is a reason that the mandate to produce spiritual fruit is prevalent throughout the New
Testament. The only way to live lives that are grounded in the heart of a loving God is to be

plugged into the vine. The words used in the text for today are that we abide in Christ. It
literally means that we dwell within the heart of God.
We drop our own self-interests for the good of the body of Christ. In other words, to dwell
within means to be grafted into the vine. The vine nourishes, the vine strengthens, the vine
provides life giving sustenance. Apart from the vine, the branches wither and die.
We may not die physically, but apart from the vine we die spiritually. When we die spiritually,
we lose focus on the joy of a life lived near to the heart of God. Love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, endurance, and self-control become elusive and if we are not careful, they wither
away altogether.
Hymn #543

Abide With Me

Prayers of the People
Offertory

Kirsten Fitzsimmons

Doxology 592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
Hymn # 538
Benediction
Postlude

Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing
Rev. Todd Smith
Kirsten Fitzsimmons
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