
 

 

 

September  20,  2020 at  9 :30  a .m.  
 
Gathering and Welcome            Rev. Todd Smith 

 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Voluntary                 Kirsten Fitzsimmons 

 

Call to Worship           Ruth Walker 

 

Leader: But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; 

People: consider what great things he has done for you. 

 

Hymn #466    O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

Prayer of Confession and Lord’s Prayer 

 

Lord God, we rejoice in your resurrection and in your promise to return. Help us 

live today as people who await the fulfillment of your kingdom. We confess we often 

look for comfort outside of you. Bend our knees to the hard work of prayer, 

worship, repentance, and intercession. Throughout history you have used the 

seemingly weak to nurture justice, to fight poverty, and to walk bravely toward 

human thrones of power proclaiming another way. Help us find comfort and hope 

in our afflictions, knowing you are present with us always. In the name of Jesus, our 

Savior, we pray … Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our 

daily bread; and forgive our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

(Silent prayer of confession) 



 

Assurance of Pardon 

 

Gloria Patri 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 

Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; he 

descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 

heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of 

the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Passing the Peace                      The peace of Christ be with you.                   And also with you. 

 
Children’s Lesson            Chrissie Galliher 

 
Prayer for Illumination                  Ruth Walker 

 
First Lesson            Psalm 121        OT p. 571 

This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 
 1 lift up my eyes to the hills— 

    from where will my help come? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 

    who made heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot be moved; 

    he who keeps you will not slumber. 
4 He who keeps Israel 

    will neither slumber nor sleep. 



5 The LORD is your keeper; 

    the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
6 The sun shall not strike you by day, 

    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all evil; 

    he will keep your life. 
8 The LORD will keep 

    your going out and your coming in 

    from this time on and forevermore. 

 

Second Lesson        John 15:1-27          NT p. 109-110 

This is the Word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2 He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You have 

already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 

you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them 

bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will 

be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 

disciples. 9 As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 

joy may be complete. 

 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 

what I command you. 15 I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not 

know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to 

you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose you. 

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love 

one another. 

 
18 “If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. 19 If you belonged to the 

world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I have 

chosen you out of the world—therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word that I said 

to you, ‘Servants are not greater than their master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute 

you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. 21 But they will do all these things to you 

on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 22 If I had not come and 

spoken to them, they would not have sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 



23 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24 If I had not done among them the works that no 

one else did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated both me and my 

Father. 25 It was to fulfill the word that is written in their law, ‘They hated me without a cause.’ 

 
26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who 

comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. 27 You also are to testify because you have 

been with me from the beginning. 
 

Sermon Bullet Points 

 

♥ Jesus makes a claim to being the one true Vine of Israel. A claim of Messiahship. 

♥ As God’s Chosen one, Abundant fruitful living can be found through Him. 

♥ It doesn’t matter what we achieve in life apart from Christ our lives lack true 

meaning. 

♥ Fruitful branches are gifted and have a responsibility to discover and share those 

gifts. 

♥ It is important for us to practice the discipline of abiding in Christ as a fruitful 

vineyard branch. 

 

Sermon Summary  

 

Jesus says, "I am the vine," “I am the true vine." How can a vine be true? The word true is the 

whole point. So, what is the untrue vine? 

 

Together they will fulfill the command of Christ: to love each other. 

Fast forward a few decades later. Paul is writing to a church in Galatia. It turns out that this 

church is a pretty relationally challenged church and has many problems. Paul decides to 

reclaim this image that Jesus gave the disciples of the vine and the fruit, and he encourages 

them to be people who bear the kind of fruit that leads to love—fruit that comes from the Spirit 

of God. Now we're going to look at two of these fruit or virtues: kindness and goodness. We'll 

find that they're actually two sides of the same coin. 

 

Jesus says, "I am the vine," “I am the true vine." How can a vine be true? The word true is the 

whole point. The implication is there is untrue vine. Those who heard Jesus that day probably 

knew exactly what he meant. He was talking about the people of Israel. Throughout the Old 

Testament, the grapevine was a prominent symbol for the people of Israel. In fact, right in their 

temple, the very center of their national life, there was a massive vine, made of solid gold, over 

90 feet high. It was a symbol of the nation and its prosperity. The vine was a favorite metaphor 

to describe the people of Israel in the Old Testament.  

 

"I am the vine, and you are the branches." Jesus makes it clear that there are two different kinds 

of branches: fruitful branches and unfruitful branches. So the secret of the fruitful branches is 

that they abide in Jesus. What does it mean to abide? Abide basically means "to remain," "to 

stay put," "to linger in one place," or "to dwell." The most important thing for a branch to do is 

to stay connected to the vine. Only a branch that receives life-giving sap from the vine will live 

and bear fruit. 

 



So, what is an untrue vine. Simply it is a life that doesn’t abide in Christ. There is one thing we 

can't do on our own, apart from Christ. We can't produce fruit if we are disconnected from the 

vine. Branches can't do that. We can't produce the obedience and righteousness that pleases 

God if we are not connected to Christ. 

 

When we abide in Christ, we produce fruit and, when we produce fruit, it is our responsibility 

to share that fruit and encourage others to abide in Christ. 

 

Hymn #438        Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Offertory         My Lord, What a Morning 

Kirsten Fitzsimmons – Piano Solo 

 

Doxology 

 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

 Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 Amen. 

 

Hymn #538           Lord Dismiss Us with Thy Blessings 

 

Benediction              Rev. Todd Smith 

 

Postlude                Kirsten Fitzsimmons 

 



 



 


