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There is a story in the bible of a woman caught in the act 
of  adultery  who  was  about to be stoned by the people 
of  her  community.  The religious elite and the whole 
community challenge Jesus with the law, which indeed 
supported her execution.  Jesus response was measured, 
concise, and full of wisdom as he turns to the gathered 

crowd and challenges those without sin to cast the first stone.   

He then showed the woman Godôs grace and love in asking here where 
her accusers were.  When she stated that they were gone he too refused 
to condemn her and then forgave her sin and encouraged her to repent 
and  turn  from  her sin. How hard it is for us at times to follow Christôs 
example.  

The idea of judging another individual has such a heavy and powerful 
connotation to it. One of the most liberating things about the gospel is that 
it is based on grace and mercy, not judgment and condemnation. It is a 
Constant to which we are all called. 
 
This is  important to remember, despite the emphasis some place on 
judgment,  while   ignoring true  forgiveness,  Jesusô  message  to  his 
disciples, repeated throughout the rest of the New Testament, points us 
to  the  truth that grace is at the heart of the Christian belief structure. 
Pastor Sam McKim once said, ñit is solely by Godôs grace and through 
Godôs gift of faith that we are saved.ò  
 
In short, Christ's love compels us to love others, even those who hold us 
in contempt. The scripture also very clearly warns us away from holding 
anybody in contempt even when we feel we may have good reason. 
When We Judge Others, We Limit God. Scripture clearly tells us that God 
is at work in our lives and the lives of others. God's Spirit and re-creating 
power are alive and at work in human life, redeeming, reconciling, and 
making new.  
 
We  do not give God room to be at work in life when we judge others. 
Human beings were not meant to be categorized, boxed, or limited in any 
way since change is a constant of life.  Imposing our prejudice, or our 
own personal  standards on others, is sinful and therefore impairs our 
relationship with them and with God.  If each has sinned and fallen short 
of God's glory, then only human conceit would measure others' lives by 
our own standard. 
 
If Jesus loves others enough to die for them it is spiritually inappropriate 
for us not to forgive others when we feel wronged by them or to judge 
others by our own standards when final judgment of anyone, as it should 
be,  belongs  to God alone.  The Lordôs  Prayer  is  clear  in  that  true 
understanding  of  forgiveness and grace is somehow linked to our will-
ingness to forgive others as we pray together each week "Forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors."  
 
Food For Thought. . .Pastor Todd 
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Patricia Kirchner ~ 10/01 

Ann Ragonese ~ 10/02 

Larry Kastner  ~ 10/03 

Sue Hinkley ~ 10/05 

Hannah Burgess ~ 10/06 

Karen Nystrom ~ 10/06 

Dorothy Goldstein ~ 10/08 

Nancy Alexander ~ 10/09 

Garry Smithson ~ 10/09 

Todd Smith ~ 10/12 

Eric Benson ~ 10/15 

Janet Henderson ~ 10/15 

Martha Ann Smithson ~ 10/15 

Rebecca Burgess ~ 10/16 

Laurel Falkner ~ 10/16 

Jeanne Heinze ~ 10/17 

Angela Kirchner ~ 10/17 

Craig Kirkwood ~ 10/19 

Ada Koepper ~10/20 

Brian Calary ~ 10/23 

Samantha Fielder ~ 10/24 

Savannah Shaul ~ 10/24 

Douglas Smith III ~ 10/24 

Joseph Ostrowski ~ 10/25 

Marianna Putnam ~ 10/30 

Robert & Sarah Scott  
October 3rd 

 
William & Tracey Pullen, II 

October 5th 
 

Sean & Jennifer Dietz 
October 6th 

 
James & Karen Nystrom 

October 14th 
 

Eddie & Debbie Calary, Jr. 
October 18th 

 
John & Marcanne Saneman 

October 19th 

Donôt forget to LIKE us on  

 

 

 

 

Bethel Presbyterian Church 

Per Capita Dues for 2018 

$34.38 

Please be sure to turn in your  

dues before the end of the year.  

You will find a BLUE envelope in 

with your contribution envelopes 

for your Per Capita.  This fee is 

per person. 



DEACONôS UPDATE 

We uphold the following members,  
relatives and friends in our prayers 
and pray Godôs healing upon them: 

 

 
Prayer Concerns 

 

Gretchen Shanklin, Billy Gross, Bruce 
Young,  Leonora  Rose, Jason  Rowley,  
Dorothy Goldstein,   George  Reeves,   
Jack Shaul, Bill Pullen, Jerry Wiley, and 
Andi Holmes. 

 
Bruce Snyder, friend of John and Sandy 
Louderback and Carol Morrow. 
 

Rev. Bruce and Barbara Barstow, 
former pastor at Bethel and his wife. 
 
 

Dan Kelleher, brother-in-law of Jack and 
Betty Rogers. 
 

Jay and Martha Elliottôs grandson, 
James Kennedy, friends of Dan and 
Mary Beth Scott. 
 

Howard Eisner, brother-in-law of Carol 
Morrow. 
 

Dan Garey, brother of Sandy 
Louderback. 
 

Lynn Zeichner, friend of Sandy 
Louderback. 
 
 
 
 

Into the Church  Triumphant: 
Thomas Nystrom 
September 7, 2018 
 

Jason Rowley 
September 24, 2018 
 
 
 
Gail Lowe  will  be  updating  the  Prayer 
Concerns.  If you would like to add someone 
or you feel someone can be removed  from  
the  list,  please  call  Gail at 443-567-0150 or 
email her at gggalowe@aol.com 

Rev. Melissa McDade and Nancy Rose are heading 
up a Sunflower Committee that will be selling the 
sunflowers that are planted in the Jarrettsville Lions 
Club Field.  The projected weekends for viewing and 
buying the sunflowers will be October 5-7, 12-14 and 
possibly 19-21, and even possibly the weekend of 
September 29-30! 
 
They are looking for donations of baked goods to sell 
as well.  Each bag would sell for $1 and it could be a 
few cookies, a couple of brownies, or whatever you 
would like to fill the bag with. 
 
For more information, please contact Pastor McDade 
at 410-459-0894. 

Dear Friends of Bethel, 
 
Thank you so much for the School Supplies.  To 
Date, we have helped 116 families with your gener-
ous donation!  Thank you so much for your kindness 
and generosity as we strive to help our neighbors in 
need. 
 
Sincerely, 
Jane Skrzypiec 
Center Director 
Mason-Dixon Community Service 



Jane Pullen Burgess, daughter of Bill and Ruth Ann Pullen, was born into Bethel, bap-
tized, confirmed, attended Sunday School and Youth Group and married in the church. 
Jane grew up in Jarrettsville and attended North Harford High School. She graduated 
from the University of Maryland School of Pharmacy and is a pharmacist at Kleinôs 
Shoprite and Ruxton Pharmacy. She is the leader of the Blue Ribbon 4-H Club which 
currently meets at Bethel. Jane is a Bethel Deacon and has taught Sunday School for 
15 years starting in the nursery and now teaching the High School class.  

 
Greg grew up in New Freedom and graduated from Penn State University with a de-
gree in Quantitative Business Analysis. He has worked for the Social Security Admin-
istration for 25 years and is a Senior Project Manager in Information Technology. Greg 
has coached youth sports for over 15 years and is now assistant track and field coach 
at North Harford High School and Harford County Track Club. 
 
Becky graduated in May with a Bachelorôs Degree in Health Sciences from Misericordia 
University. She is continuing her graduate studies and will graduate in May 2019 with a 
Masterôs Degree in Occupational Therapy. She hopes to stay in the Baltimore area as 
an OT. Becky is currently the Bethel nursery attendant and loves working with the kids. 
 
Joey is a sophomore at Alvernia University where he is also studying Occupational 
Therapy. He is the Vice President of the SOTA club at his college.  Joey has worked as 
a cashier at Kefauver Lumber Company for over 2 years. 
 
Hannah is a sophomore at North Harford High School. She runs cross country and 
track and field. Her favorite event is hurdles. Hannah attends Sunday School and is a 
member of the current confirmation class. Hannah spent 4 weeks this summer in Nor-
way as an exchange student with the Stateôs 4-H International Exchange Program.  
 
The Burgess family resides in Jarrettsville with their dogs Buddy and Ella.  
 
We are proud to have The Burgess Family as part of our Bethel Family. 


